The author of the study writes a concise history of the phyto-coenological research conducted previously in the Danube Gorge; he notes the papers and the respective publishing years for the botanists who contributed with research to the knowledge of the cormophyte vegetation along the aforementioned sector of the Danube River.
INTRODUCTION
The expected construction of the "Iron Gates" hydro-electric and navigation system motivated a number of research teams (made up of geologists, geographers, hydrologists, botanists, zoologists, ecologists, etc.) to undertake studies aiming at evincing the habitat diversity and the specificity of the territories to be flooded, along with other areas in their near vicinity. That is how, beginning with 1968, dozens of papers were published on the local flora and vegetation, with nearly 200 coeno-taxons being described, a tenth of them being endemic.
The area whose vegetation constitutes the subject matter of the present paper is the Danube River segment known as the Danube Gorge, especially in its most well-known part, the "Iron Gates". Most of that area is included in the "Iron Gates" National Park.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The paper is based on the bibliography mentioned below.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
The Danube Gorge is an area where elements of Carpathian vegetation intermingle with Pannonian, Balkan and Sub-Mediterranean ones. Most of the local phyto-coenoses, both ligneous and gramineous species share an obvious thermophilous character and rarity -which was noted as early as a century ago. That is why among the earliest proposals of natural reserves in Romania (made in 1920) were "The Gorge Pass in Banat", or "Danube's Gorge with forest and rock vegetation" and "The Iron Gates -the slopes at Gura Văii". To those reservations of botanical interest (Cazanele Mari and Cazanele Mici, Gura Văii -Vârciorova) others were added in time: Oglănicului Valley, Valea Mare/Mare Valley, Cracul Găioara, Cracul Crucii, Faţa Virului, Vărănic Hill, Duhovnei Hill -all parts of the "Iron Gates" Natural Park (covering 115,655.85 hectares), a protected natural area since 1998.
The phyto-sociological study of the Danube Gorge area was initiated in 1931, with the phyto-geographic excursion (of an international team) organised by Borza A. on the following itinerary: Sviniţa -Tricule -Drencova -Cazane -Orşova -Ada-Kaleh Isle -Vârciorova -Gura Văii.
The first paper following the excursion was published by Domin (1932) ; it included phyto-sociological input on the area Cazane -Ada Kaleh Isle -Gura Văii. Călinescu (1935 Călinescu ( , 1957 provided information on the biodiversity of the former Ada Kaleh Isle and on "şibliac", a type of shrubbery specific for that segment of the Danube. Popescu and Samoilă (1962) wrote a description of the Danube Gorge, both in floristic and in phyto-coenological terms.
Costache (1967) reveal some phyto-geographic elements between Orşova and Baziaş. Raţiu (1968) 
CONCLUSIONS
This study reveals the fact that the vegetation and flora of the "Iron Gates" Gorges is well studied, both before the "Iron Gates" Dam construction (more than half of a century ago) and after the formation of the new anthropogenic lake, especially after the establishment of the "Iron Gates" Natural Park.
Based on these old and new data in the area of interest, different comparisons regarding the vegetation can be made and the evolution of phytocoenosis can be revealed.
